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agent be moisture, solar light and heat, animal germs, fungus spores, or human interference : as we clearly see in the fact that to preserve an organic substance we may either desiccate it, or freeze it, or seclude it from light and heat, or from animal and vegetable germs, or set Hire it from being devoured by some other organism, or from the interference of human beings, who might burn it or otherwise cause its re-aggregation with Oxygen : while on the contrary we know that exposure to one or other of these liberating' agents will bring about such reaggregation (or decomposition, as it is oftener though less accurately called) in every kind of organic matter. Second, that on the whole and in the vast majority of cases almost every piece, of organic matter aggregates at last with the. oxygen or other free atoms from which its elements were at first severed, and yields up its Energy to the ether in some more or less conspicuous manner. Thus, sooner or later, every plant, if left to itself, dies and decays: that is, recombines with oxygen slowly, under the influence of moisture, light, and heat, and yields up its Energy by inconspicuous degrees ; while every animal, if left to itself, similarly dies and decays, probably under the influence of other small animal germs, which use up its contained Energies in carrying on their own activities: and so, in both these cases, the atoms finally rcuggrogute in stable com-
ii.